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CHARLFS WOLLERTON HOUSE
(Ivy House, Log House)

Isolated site approximately 3/4 mile northeast of
Valley Creek Road (LR 15093) and Sunset Hollow Road,
approximately 3 miles southeast of Downingtown,
Grubbs Mill (East Bradford Township), Caester County,
Pemnsylvania.

Prasent Owner: James R. Bottomly, West Chester R.D. #l,

Statement of

Pennsylvania.

This house, built circa 1770s, has interesting log

Significance: construction with diagonal stones st in the

chinking. The house has been altered and some of the
logs have been covered. It is one of a few houses in
Chester County with a central chimey.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1.

Criginal and subsequent owners: Charles %Wollerton, in his
1781 will, left the property to his son, James, "house I now
live in." The Gray family owned it next, and in 1814 David
Gray sold it to James McClees. McClees sold it in 1820 to
Benjamin McDaniel, who sold the same year to John Davis. He
sold in 1831 to William Pollick, who sold 1836 to Amos
Scott. Scott's executor sold 1875 to Lewis W. Shields, who
sold 1892 to Thomas Hall. His family sold 1928 to Estella
Hail, who sold 1931 to W.C. Grow, who sold 1931 to Richazd
Yerkes. Yerkes sold to the present owners in 1954&4.

Date of erection: Criginal house bullt circa 1770s.
Architect, bullder, suppliers: Unknown.

Original plans, construction: The original house was a
one-and-a-half-story log house with two rooms on each tloor.
The 1798 dirsct tax describes the house as 18' by 20' lcg.

Alterations and additions: Anr 1813 advertisement describes
the house as "...a goed log house, 28 oy 22 feet, two stories
high, with two rooms on a flooxr, good fireplaces and a2 cellar
under the whole,..." This indicates that the house was
extended to the east apout ten feet and
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wag ralsed to two stories, forming the main section on the
house as it appears teday. An 1815 advertisement describes
the houss in a similar way, but mentions"...a new piazza in
front...." At a later dates, a two-story wing was added on
the north (r=ar) elevation and a one-story shed-roof wing was
added on the east slevation. The log walls have heen coverad
oy novelty siding, leaving only a portion of the log wall
exposed on the south (front} elevation. A garage has been
added on the south under the terrace. Some of the openings
have been altered. (Ses copiles of the 1813 and 1815
advertisements under section D. Supplamental Material.)

6. Important old views and references:
Views: None known.

References: Sources of infomation, all <o be found in the
Chester Counuty Historical Sccizaty, wWest Chester,
Pennaylvania. Classified printed ard manuscript £iles under
the heading: BEast Bradford Townshig-lands.

B. Historical Events Connected with the Structurs: None known.
C. Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: None known.

D. Supplemental Material:

1. "Chester & Delaware Federalist," West Chester, Pa,,
February 17, 1813

"0 BE SOLD At Private Sale, And possession given the first of Ap
next, A PLANTATICN, Containing 45 acres; situate in the itownehip of
Easgi~Bradford, Chester county; bounded by lands of Caleb Baldwin,
James Downing and Sammel Jones; whereon ars erscied a goed log house,
28 by 22 feet, two stories nigh, witlr iwo rocms on a floor, goed _
fireplaces and a cellar under the whole, a goed log varm of about 30
feet, a stone spring house over a never failing spring near the -
door; it contains about 18 or 20 acres of neat wood-land, with six
acres of good watered meadow, the remainder of the land has been
nearly all iimed and produces well; there i3 a good young orchard of
the best grafted fruii, with a large guantity of peach, plumb, apd
cherry trees. This land lays near ine great road leading from Jown-
ingtown to West-(hester, four miles from the latier and three from
the former, and one mile and & half from the turnpike road.
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"Any person wishing to commence the Tanning business, it is
considered a good stand, and will be sold altogether or divided, as
will best suit purchasers, and will be sold on the most reasonzble
terms, as the money is not wanted.

"For further particulars enquire of Wm. Wollerton, West~Chester,
or of the subscriber, living on the Lancaster and Philadelphia turn-
vike road, near the 28 mile stons, who will produce a clear and
indisputavle title for the same,®

: DAVID GRAY
West Whiteland, 2d mo.
17th, 1813

2. MAmerican Republican," West Chester, Pa, August 8, 1815

"To be Sold, AT PUBLIC SALE, On Thursday the l4th of September next,
A Plantation or Tract of Land, 3ituate in East-Bradford township,
Chester county, containing between &0 and 70 acres, laying between
Downingtewn and W. Chesier, two and a half miles from the former and
four from the latter, adjoining lards of James Downing, John Wollerton
and others, the one third of which is woodland, of a good quality -
Tive acres of first quality watered meadow, the remainder divided
into nine or ten fields or lots, which has all been once, and a
part twice limede~ There is a good limestone guarry and kiln, within
nalf a mile of the place - there is a bearing orchard of young
grafted fruit trees of the best gquality - about 80 peach trees,
bearing and in a thriving state - almcst all kinds of fruii in abun-
dance.. There is a handsome situation for a tan-yard cr still house,
there being none within several miles of the place, and in a rich
and populous neighborhood.- Improvements, a two story squared log
house, two rooms on & floor, with a cellar under the whele, and a
new plazza in front - a log barn, with over shoot, and stone stabling
underneath,~ stone spring-house, over a never falling spring of water,
within.a few fest of the door. ALfendance will be given and ferms
of sale made nown on the day of sale by

JAMES M!CLEES
Fbt,

Augnst 7, 1815

"N.B. The above property will bs exposed to sale alitogsiher;
put if it should suit purchasers betier, it will ve oifersd on the
same day in several lots, as the wood and water is well calculated
for dividing, there being 2 number of excellent springs on the place,
which water chief of the fields; and in an excellent neighvorhood
for almost any kind of mechanic. An~indisputable title will Te
given and possession may be had next spring. 3ale to commence atb
12 o'clock, on said day."
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3. "Daily lLocal News," West Chester, Pa., February 11, 1373

WSCOTT VS. HIDDIESON. - This was an aciion brought by Amos Scott, of
Te Bradford township, against Joseph L, FHiddleson of the same place
o recover damages for the destruction of a dam zcross the e=ast
branch of the Brandywine, hetween the farms of these parties., Mr,
Scot: nad. the righ® by an old deed to maintain in the creek a fish
weliyr, which has been Kept there for nearly 2 century., 1in 1857 he
moved tne dam down hthe craek over one ntundred yards and obuilt it
more substantially, making it apswer, iz addition to its fishing uses,
the turpose of sending water to his nouss and parn. The property
across the creek, now owned by Mr. Hiddleson, was then owned oy
John T. Pollock. Mr, Scott alleged that Mr., Pollock gave him the
right to build the new dam in the manner and for the purposes for
which he did. This Mr. Pollock denied. Mr, Hiddleson under advice
of counsel, tore down the dam and tLhis suly was brought to test the
right.

"A number of wiinesses were axamined on either side and the
evidence was conflicting. Mr, Hiddleson meintained an eel vasket
for a time in the new dam btut it was forn out oy one of the Sheriff'ts
Officers in accordance with a staiuta. After it became of no use
to him for fishing purposes he tore down the dam to test Mr. Scotitfls
rignt to the dam for the urvese of supplying water %o his houses and
sarn, The jury rendered a verdict for the defendent thus deciding
adversely to Mr. Scott's alleged rignt. Darlington & Cornwell for

plaintiff; Hayss for defendant,

LY

Prepared by Zart Anderson - August 1558
urator, Chester County Historical 3Society
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General. Statement:

l.

Architectural character: Although most of the structurs has
Deen Covered with noveliby siding, the house is constructed of
i

squared logs with a diagonal stone pattern st in th
chinking.

Condition of fabric: Cood.
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B. Description of Exterior:

L.

Over-all dimensions: The original circa 1770s structure
measured approximacely 18' X 20°' and was cne-and-a-half
stories according. %o the 1798 rax records. According to an
1813 adwvertisement, the house measured approximately 28' X
22" and was two stories, indicating a 10' addition to the
east and an additional story, forming what appears today as
the main section of the hougse, There ig alsSo a two-story
two-bay addition on the north elevation and a small one-story
addition on the east elevation.

Foundations: Stone.

Wall construction: The original house is constructed of
squared logs with a diagonal stone pattern set in the
chinking. Most of the structure has been covered with
novelty siding leaving only a small portion of the log walil
exposed on the south =levation. The early ninetesenth century
extension is also coversd with novelty siding. The two-story
addition to the north is covered with board and batten siding
on the first story and novelty siding on the second story.
The one=-story addition to the east has board and batten
siding. ’

Chimneys: There is a large central chimney, which is unusual
for Chester County, although before the 2arly nineteenth
century addition to the east the chimney was probably an end
chimney. :

Openings:

a. Doorwavs and doors: Appear altered.

b. Windows and shutters: Some windows appear to nave been
altered; the shutters ars replacements.

Roof:

a. Shape, covering: Gable roofs with wooden shingles on the
main section and north wing; shed roof on one-story east
wing. =

b, Cornice, eaves: Replacements,

C. bormers: None,
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Description of Interior:

1. Floor plans: The original circa 1770s house had two rooms on
each flcor and after the early nineteenth century addition
the house was described as naving two rooms on e=ach £loor
Wwith a cellar under the whole house.

2. Stairways: O0ld, but probably not original.

3. Fleoring: First floor has been replaced, but 0ld flooring
remains on the second floor and attic.

4, Wall and ceilirg finish: Plaster.

5. Doorways and doors: Little ©old remains.

&, Trim: Some cid remains on second flcor.

7. Hardware: Little 0ld remains.

8. Lighting: Modern electricity.

9. Heating: Two fireplaces remain; medern heating has een
installed.

Sita:

1. General setting and orientation: The house faces south ard
iz situated on a hill slopirng Lo the scuth.

7. Enclosures: There is a terrace on the south side of the
hcuse.

3. Outbuilding: YNone réemain.

4, ILandscaping, gardens: Well kept with plantings.

Preparad by Bart Anderson-August 1953
Qurator, Chester County Historical Society



